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The movement towards womens liberation has always left me bewildered.

For although I accepted the validity of womens suppressicn, 1 could

never understand how it related to me as & Chicana until I entered college
and .atudied the history of my ancestory. It has come,co.m& attention that
the suppression of women has continued for over one thousand years.- This,
I have traced to the Azteé; and Spaniards. It seems strange to me that
the "civilized" people of the twentieth century have deemed it right and
'just to condemn the barbaric religionm of the Aztecs and the cruel treatment
of the Indians by the Spanisrds, while at the saeme time approving whole-
heactedly the subsurvianfia‘ position at which they kept their women.

Our society not only sanctions this depravity, but also pr;cticec it
2lmost to the letter! As & result, countless human beings have been and
sre conditioned to 1ive 2 life of subsurvience to the maie sex. This is
clearly a case of 1nstttutionnlizcd.;lilll‘again-t women: But this is a
ssmdsgm that, until recently, has not been felt because women had come

to accept this as their natural way of life. During this period of
suppression men had been able to illogically justify a million reasons for
treating women as slaves, housewives, prisoners, something of economic
value, and (naturally) 2 sexual convenience. However, along with the n:;"
tide of rebellion, civil rights, and protest which swept the nation,

came the awakening of the woman. ’Althou.h avare that she must act, her
combined Aztec-Spanish "inheritance" left her very sensitive to any danger
which could cause her to be labeled "indecent" or "dishomorable"”. This
hesitancey vas sensed by man and used to make women supress themselves!
Women are now discovering that in order to attain "1ideration" they cannot

demand for it to be handed’ to them on & silver platter, for the subsurviency



which they fight has become & Part of them. They must come to realize
the extreme potential which ie theirs and begin to freely develop their
minde to whatever capacity the human brain can naiatain.

. Many of our present-day beliefs epring fronléur Spanieh heritage.
Romantic Spanish philosophers convinced the women into supression through
1llogical philosophy such as:

THE MAN CONVINCES THROUGH LOCIC-
THE WOMAN WITH TEARS

THE MAN IS POWER~-
THE WOMAN IS LOVE

THE MAN IS THE HEAD-
THE WOMAN IS THE HEART

THE MAN HAS THE INTELLIGENCE-
THE WOMAN HAS THE "souL" s

THE MAN IS THE SUN-
THE WOMAN IS THE MOONW

_ The same philosophy was that the woman were to be educated
in the art of decoration, adormment, and houswork. They were to be taught
the highest elevation of morality and religion, also that women were created
to. hold a baby in her arms and to comfort and guide the soul of the man.
One of the trickiest Justifications for not allowing a women an education
was that it would be a castastrophe for her! For to compete against men
would be to lose her “greatest powver", This power described would be the
glcility-vith vhich sbe cogld 8pply her "natural attributes" to manipulate
men. In other words; vhy educate a women to compate with scientists,
doctors, or emgineers when she could subjugate them with her virtues snd
dominate them with her purity and love!? rhl-.justification is the greatest
insult for it implys that Were 4 voman pure and virtuous enough, she would
be considered equal or fuperior to man. It also Suggests that women who
feel they are not considered as equals are somehow lacking in their natural

attributea, therefore making them less of & woman.



Within the Aztec culture, to be & woman meant that Co be a8 mother
would be your highest aim in 1ife. Whenever a male was botn'thefe were
numerous -ysiic celebrations and rituals which connected tim directly to
the gods. The mother becams divine and precious sz the suffering she
endured iz giving birth to a som. if & female were born she was meant toO
be his soul and serve him, The young Aztec woman was taﬁ;nt gll the home
occupations and instructed to:

1) reserve her body for only one man

2) give him her soul

3) be faithful and happy

4) make him feel stvong and brave i

$) wait uncil her Body was ripe emough so that together they

could enjoy the fruits of life. .
These imstructions sre parrsllisi with those that young women receive today,
save one drawback. Since it was always the women who had tc hpply themselves
to rules, the men decided th;t they didn't need any! Women bdecame & popular
game among men. The most popular version being that of wmaking thc_;irl
break her rules, lang;okcn. lesving her in order to find more attzactive game.
To explain why women kept quict'tor 80 long.ic gimple. No voman wiited
other men to discover that she was no donger “pure" or “virtuous".
Why did woman wast to remain Ypure" and "v;rtuous"? Béecause men dictated
that she'wmust be to deserve one of them. Does this sound illogical?
Does this sound like man? This hé.itancy of the woman to break free from
all regulations imposed upon her by man can be traced to her fear of dbreaking
her rule of chastity and becoming "indecent". Through the growing awarenc;s
of freedom, this fear need mo longer exist.. For freedom does nét mean man.
It mesns the ability of self-determination for every human being whether

male or female and that no‘one has the right to determine the abilities of

gnother.



The "liberated" women of our time who have reached this same conclusion
are searching for a direction in which to vent their frustrations. Through
trial and error, however, they are learning that to crucify man will accomplish
little or nothing. Man 48 no longer the root of the probliem! Just as
the subsirvient position women were placed in became » part of them, so have
have moral rules and regulationi been inatitutionalized to become a part of our
of our way of life. As have I, countiess women have come to see that you
can’'t fight the person, you have to fight ths ides and vou can't do it alone.
This realization makes the cppression of women juet another part of the
Capitaiistic system under which we livo, Women asnd men, vorking against
each other, would atfik- apother blow for a system of 1ife which is built

around the ides that in order to szist, someone must alvays bg on top.



